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 From the Podium

 Season Finale: PYO 70th Anniversary Festival Concert Recap

The PYO percussion section poised 

to perform the finale of Beethoven’s 

Ninth Symphony.

Philadelphia Youth Orchestra's milestone season wrapped up 

on Sunday, June 6th with its 70th Annual Festival Concert 

at the Kimmel Center. Led by Maestro Louis Scaglione, the 

concert began with PYO’s rendition of Dmitri Shostakovich’s 

vibrant Festive Overture. The evening’s second work featured 

the beloved double concerto La Muse et La Poète composed by 

Camille Saint-Saëns. Former Philadelphia Orchestra 

Co-Concertmaster William dePasquale and current Philadelphia 

Orchestra cellist Gloria dePasquale were soloists. Particularly 

noteworthy, this performance marked the first time the 

dePasquales returned to Verizon Hall’s stage together since Mr. 

dePasquale’s retirement from The Philadelphia Orchestra several 

years prior.

Closing the evening was the 70th season’s centerpiece, Ludwig 

van Beethoven’s epic Ninth Symphony. The fourth move-

ment finale reached new heights when the Choral Society 

of Montgomery County and the Mendelssohn Club Choir of 

Philadelphia joined four soloists: soprano Jessica Julin, mezzo 

soprano Lorie Gratis, tenor Blake Smith and bass Scott Conner. 

PYO gave a polished and excellent reading of this monumental 

and difficult work by Beethoven.

“The 70th Annual Festival Concert is a chance for our young 

musicians to showcase the music performance skills they spend 

all year honing,” said Maestro Scaglione. “We were so pleased 

that such a large audience was able to join us this year for 

a very special performance celebrating our seven decades of 

music education excellence.”

Complete performance schedules for the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra, Philadelphia Young 

Artists Orchestra, Bravo Brass, PRYSM and Musicopia, may be viewed at www.pyos.org
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This fall, Philadelphia Youth Orchestra is proud to kick off its 

71st season, chock-full of tantalizing performances of clas-

sical favorites with some familiar faces in new spaces. The 

2010-2011 season commences with the orchestra leading the 

audience back to the 19th century when the students perform 

Brahms’ Symphony No. 4, a dramatic and passionate work that 

is largely considered Brahms’ magnum opus. Accompanied by 

famed Philadelphia Orchestra organist Michael Stairs, students 

will also perform the brilliant Romantic era work of Saint-Saëns’ 

Symphony No. 3. Fountains of Rome, a work from Respighi’s 

famous Roman trilogy, is set to be on the orchestra’s sea-

son program as well as Stravinsky’s Firebird Suite. Families 

may remember the Firebird Suite from Disney’s 2000 release 

of Fantasia. Later in the season, the students will perform 

Prokovief’s Symphony No. 5, a musical journey written during 

World War II to reflect the human spirit.

Philadelphia Youth Orchestra will also welcome back its former 

concertmaster Francesca dePasquale in her debut in Verizon Hall 

as a soloist. In June, Francesca was awarded first prize at the 

25th annual Irving M. Klein String Competition at San Francisco 

State University. She is a student at the Colburn School of 

Music and daughter of William and Gloria dePasquale, PYO 

artistic coordinators and faculty.

This season, Philadelphia Youth Orchestra will also add a new 

venue to the mix: the Baptist Temple Performing Arts Center at 

Temple University. This 119-year-old multi-purpose arts space 

was revived this past spring after decades of non-use. It boasts 

a 1200-seat auditorium and 36,000 square feet of special event 

space with restored stained glass windows and cutting-edge 

acoustics.

And finally—we saved the best news for last!—Philadelphia 

Youth Orchestra is proud to be the sole youth orchestra to per-

form in the 2011 Philadelphia International Festival of the Arts. 

More details to come about this global stage performance by 

our young musicians!

 An Inside Look Into PYO’s 71st Season

Dear Friends:

It has truly been a pleasure and honor to celebrate 

Philadelphia Youth Orchestra’s 70th anniversary season with 

you. I am very proud of the personal and musical accomplishments 

of all the students in the PYO program. I am also grateful 

to our dedicated faculty who work at their best teaching, training 

and guiding our talented and gifted students.

This month’s “From the Podium” comes to you from Lake 

Luzerne, New York—a quiet town in the Adirondack Mountains 

where I serve as the Luzerne Music Center’s resident music 

director and conductor of the senior session. Several PYO, PYAO 

and PRYSM students also join me here, while many of our other 

students are involved with other music camps in preparation 

for our 71st season.

After a long weekend of auditions in June, choosing students 

for seats in the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra was more 

difficult than ever this year. I am continually impressed with the 

caliber of the young talent pool, and admire the determination 

of our young men and women who strive to perform at their 

highest level.

Our July newsletter takes a look back at the finale of our 

70th anniversary season. We also provide a sneak peek into the 

2010-2011 season. I hope you enjoy your summer. I look 

forward to connecting with you again in September when we 

begin our 71st season.

Sincerely,

Louis Scaglione, President & Music Director 

Philadelphia Youth Orchestra

Maestro Scaglione conducting PYO 

at the 70th Anniversary Festival 

Concert.

The PYO double bass section in 

rehearsal on the Verizon Hall stage.
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Age: 16 

Hometown: Downingtown, Pennsylvania 

School: West Chester Christian School 

Instrument: Violin 

Years in PYO: 2 

Proudest PYO moment: My favorite moment throughout my 

two years with the Philadelphia Youth Orchestra would have to 

be when I was appointed concertmaster for the 2009-2010 

70th anniversary season. This season’s repertoire included 

Shostakovich’s Fifth Symphony and Beethoven’s Ninth 

Symphony at the Kimmel Center. These two performances were 

amazing and unforgettable!

How has PYO helped you grow musically: The pieces that 

Maestro Scaglione chose for the 70th season made me a more 

passionate musician. Instead of just playing the notes, Maestro 

Scaglione makes you take the time and think about what you 

are playing and feeling. He wants you to understand the mes-

sage of the composition, which helps you grow as a musician. 

Because of Maestro, I have pushed myself to become a better 

musician and perform to the best of my ability.

Favorite memory: During my first year with PYO, I had 

the privilege to meet Charles Dutoit, Chief Conductor of The 

Philadelphia Orchestra, at the annual PYO gala. Another favorite 

memory was the first time I walked out on stage as concert-

master and I got chills down my spine. One last funny memory 

was when the orchestra surprised Maestro Scaglione by playing 

him Happy Birthday instead of a piece by Shostakovich.

Career aspirations: After I complete high school, I plan to 

continue to pursue a career in music. This is what I love and 

enjoy, and I cannot imagine doing anything else with my life. 

I would like to go to a music conservatory and then join a major 

professional orchestra. I would also like to continue teaching 

younger students. It is exciting when you see their faces after 

they have mastered a piece.

Last words: I would encourage everyone who has a love for 

music, especially orchestral music, to consider auditioning for 

PYO. It has been an incredible experience! To those in the 

orchestra this past season, thanks so much for a wonderful year.

Alyssa Blackstone, PYO 

Concertmaster, performing with the 

orchestra on stage of Verizon Hall.


